
 

 

CITY OF BURIEN, WASHINGTON 
  

 ORDINANCE NO. 603  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BURIEN, WASHINGTON, 

AMENDING CHAPTER 3.12 OF THE BURIEN MUNICIPAL CODE 

RELATED TO  THE UTILITY TAX RELIEF PROGRAM FOR LOW 

INCOME HOUSEHOLDS. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 WHEREAS, the Burien City Council adopted Ordinance No. 350, establishing a utility tax 

relief program for low income households; and 

 

 WHEREAS, as currently drafted, the utility tax relief program only applies to telephone 

(not cellular), cable television, and electric and gas utility services provided by Puget Sound 

Energy; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council desires to apply the utility tax relief program to solid waste 

services provided by Recology CleanScapes; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Recology CleanScapes has agreed to help implement the utility tax relief 

program for low income Burien households. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BURIEN, 

WASHINGTON, DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 Section 1.  BMC Section 3.12.190, Amended.  Section 3.12.190 of the Burien Municipal 

Code is hereby amended to read as follows (with legislative revision marks): 

 

3.12.190 Utility tax relief for solid waste, electricity and gas services. 

(1) For solid waste services provided by Recology CleanScapes and 

electricity and gas services provided by Puget Sound Energy, eligible low 

income Burien households may apply annually to have their residential solid 

waste bill(s) adjusted by Recology CleanScapes and their residential electric 

and gas bill(s) adjusted by Puget Sound Energy so they do not have to pay 

the utility tax passed on to customers by Recology CleanScapes and Puget 

Sound Energy for those services.  The City of Burien will provide Recology 

CleanScapes and Puget Sound Energy with a list at least annually, of eligible 

Burien households who should have their solid waste and electric and gas 

bills adjusted to remove the utility tax.  Adjustments are not retroactive.   

 

(2) To qualify for utility tax relief from solid waste services provided by 

Recology CleanScapes and electric and gas services provided by Puget 

Sound Energy, a household must: 
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(a) Be a household residing in Burien. 

 

(b) Have a current residential account with Recology CleanScapes for 

solid waste services and/or current residential account with Puget Sound 

Energy for electric and/or gas services. 

 

(c) Have an income during the calendar year, or part thereof, from all 

sources whatsoever, not exceeding fifty percent (50%) of the median 

income level for such calendar year for the Seattle-Bellevue-Everett 

Primary Metropolitan Statistical Area (PMSA) per household as 

published by the federal Secretary of Housing and Urban Development.  

If the annual update of the PMSA is not available, the median income 

level shall be determined by adjusting the prior year median income 

level by cost of living changes.  As used in this subsection income 

means “disposable income,” as that term is defined in RCW 84.36.383, 

as it may be amended or replaced from time to time. 

  

 Section 2. BMC Section 3.12.200, Amended.  Section 3.12.200 of the Burien Municipal 

Code is hereby amended to read as follows (with legislative revision marks): 

 

3.12.200 Utility tax deduction for Recology CleanScapes and Puget 

Sound Energy for this program. 

Recology CleanScapes and Puget Sound Energy may deduct the revenue 

received from the eligible Burien households enrolled in the utility tax relief 

program described in BMC 3.12.190 from the total gross receipts reported to 

the City when computing taxable receipts. 

 

 Section 3.  BMC Section 3.12.220, Amended.  Section 3.12.220 of the Burien Municipal 

Code is hereby amended to read as follows (with legislative revision marks): 

 

3.12.220 Utility tax relief filing procedures. 

(1) To qualify for the billing adjustment provided by Recology CleanScapes 

or Puget Sound Energy as set forth in BMC 3.12.190, a household must 

apply annually on the application form approved by the City.  Requests for 

Recology CleanScapes solid waste and Puget Sound Energy electricity and 

gas billing adjustments may be made at any time, however are only valid 

through December 31
st
 of each year and must be renewed annually.  

Adjustments are not retroactive.  If a household changes Burien residences, 

they must reapply for the billing adjustment by Recology CleanScapes and 

Puget Sound Energy. The utility tax will be reinstated at the old address.   

 

(2) To qualify for a “reimbursement” for some of utility taxes paid for 

telephone (not including cellular) and cable television as set forth in BMC 

3.12.210, a household must apply annually on the application form approved 

by the City.  Such application must be received no later than the date 

established by the City Manager for the calendar year for which a 
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“reimbursement” is requested.  Households must reapply annually for the 

utility tax relief program. 

 

(3) The City Manager shall adopt rules and procedures for the filing of 

reimbursement claims, and for the administration of the utility tax relief 

program. 

 

 Section 4.  Severability.  Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstance, be declared unconstitutional or 

otherwise invalid for any reason, or should any portion of this ordinance be pre-empted by state or 

federal law or regulation, such decision or pre-emption shall not affect the validity of the remaining 

portions of this ordinance or its application to other households or circumstances. 

 

 Section 5.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be published in the official newspaper of 

the City, and shall take effect and be in full force five (5) days after the date of publication. 

 

 ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AT A REGULAR MEETING THEREOF ON 

THE 19TH DAY OF MAY, 2014, AND SIGNED IN AUTHENTICATION OF ITS PASSAGE 

THIS 19TH DAY OF MAY, 2014. 

 

 

CITY OF BURIEN 

/s/ Lucy Krakowiak, Mayor 

 

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 

/s/ Monica Lusk, City Clerk 

 

 

Approved as to form: 

/s/ Craig D. Knutson, City Attorney 

 

 

Filed with the City Clerk: May 19, 2014 

Passed by the City Council: May 19, 2014 

Ordinance No. 603 

Date of Publication: May 22, 2014 


